
Restricted Areas 

Check the rules using our 
FREE services:
• Download our free NZ Fishing Rules app by 

texting the word “app” to 9889 OR by scanning 
the QR code. The app works even when you have 
no coverage.

• Free text the name of the species you are fishing 
for (e.g. blue cod or pāua) to 9889 and receive 
legal size and bag limit via return text. 

• For more information on pāua closures and 
restrictions for your area, visit www.fisheries.govt.
nz/rules

Poacher Prevention

IT IS ILLEGAL TO SELL OR TRADE YOUR CATCH.

Report poaching, suspicious or illegal activity –  
call 0800 4 POACHER (0800 476 224).

Kaikōura earthquake shellfish and seaweed closure
The area from Marfells Beach to the Conway River is closed to the 
taking of shellfish and seaweed species (excluding rock lobster and 
scampi). This closure is necessary for the area to recover from the 
Kaikōura earthquake on 14 November 2016.

Guidelines for gathering
Pāua

Want the rules on your phone?

We have a FREE text service and a FREE app.

Check the back for details.

Area that is closed to the gathering of shellfish and seaweed between Marfells 
Beach and the Conway River to a distance of four nautical miles.

There are some areas in New Zealand where you cannot take pāua, or 
there are different size and bag limits.

Amateur Taranaki Pāua Area
Within the Amateur Taranaki Pāua Fishery Area fishers may take or 
possess pāua that is 85 mm or greater in length. 

Pāua outside of the area must be 125 mm or greater. 

MPI Fisheries Compliance Team is responsible for protecting local fisheries 
and stopping illegal activities such as poaching. To do this, MPI Fisheries 
Compliance Team needs you to report any suspicious or illegal activity in 
your area.

If you see people acting illegally, taking more than their daily limit or 
undersized fish, or selling or trading their catch, please report it. Any 
information provided stays completely confidential.



A few simple rules:
Help ensure your future pāua harvest by following a few simple rules:

• Avoid removing undersized pāua from the reef – the best way to avoid 
damaging undersized pāua is not to remove them in the first place.

• Measure your pāua underwater to minimise the chance of taking or 
damaging undersized pāua.

• Immediately return undersized pāua the right way up to the reef.
• Use pāua-friendly tools (no sharp instruments). 
• If unsuccessful in removing a pāua on the first attempt, leave it.
• Don’t shuck pāua (remove the shell) below high water mark. 
• Take only what you need (within the daily bag limit). Leave some pāua 

for another day.
• Take only a few pāua from each bed then move onto another area.  

Don’t clear out whole areas. 

Why does good handling matter? 
Young pāua are the breeding stocks of the future. Be aware of the impact 
your fishing techniques may be having on the pāua resource. Poor fishing 
techniques can kill undersized pāua. 

Undersized pāua should be thought of as next year’s harvest. Death of 
returned pāua leads to fewer pāua the following year and in years to come. 

Why are pāua important?
• Pāua are unique to New Zealand and have always been an important 

part of our culture. It is in everyone’s interests to look after the pāua 
resource.

• Pāua are highly valued by Māori, recreational fishers and the 
commercial fishing industry.

• Pāua has always been a food source for Māori, and plays a significant 
role in manaakitanga ki nga manuhiri (hosting of visitors).

• The pāua industry is an important component of the New Zealand 
economy, providing jobs and export earnings.

Things to remember:
Do not use sharp instruments
Removing undersized pāua from the reef surface using sharp instruments 
will usually result in some damage to the foot of the small pāua. Pāua 
can’t clot blood when cut, so even the tiniest nick could result in the 
pāua bleeding to death. Even if the pāua survives, the blood will attract 
predators into the area, and the pāua may be killed before it has a chance 
to clamp down onto the rock surface.

Damage to the pāua may reduce its ability to clamp onto rocks. Damaged 
pāua may develop abscesses, which will result in death weeks later.

Keep pāua wet 
Measure your pāua underwater to minimise the chance of taking or 
damaging undersized pāua.

Pāua should not be removed from the water to be counted and measured 
as pāua left in the sun quickly dry out and die.

Return pāua with care
Immediately return undersized pāua, the right way up, to the reef surface 
to ensure their survival. 

Pāua thrown over reef areas, often land on their shell and take some time 
to right themselves and clamp onto the reef surface. While pāua are not 
attached to a reef they are an easy meal for starfish, reef fish and other 
predators.

Pāua thrown over areas of sand have no hope of survival. 

Harvest sustainably
Take only what you need (within the daily bag limit). Take only a few pāua 
from each bed then move onto another area. Harvesting too many pāua 
from the same area could mean you lose a favourite pāua spot. Taking only 
what you need, and spreading where you take it from  means there will be 
pāua to harvest another day.

If you are unsuccessful in removing a pāua on the first attempt, leave it. 
Once a pāua has clamped onto a rock it is extremely unlikely it will be able 
to be prised loose without suffering damage.

Don’t shuck pāua (remove the shell) below high water mark. Shucking 
pāua leaves waste which will attract predators reducing the survival 
chances for any returned pāua.

Bag and Size Limits
Harvest of pāua is controlled by daily bag and size limits:
• 10 pāua of each species are permitted per fisher per day (except in 

closed and restricted areas).

• The minimum legal sizes are 125mm for blackfoot pāua (Haliotis iris) 
and 80mm for yellowfoot pāua (Haliotis australis). The minimum legal 
size is 85mm for blackfoot pāua in the amateur Taranaki pāua area.  

125mm (not to scale)

Yellow foot pāuaOrdinary (Blackfoot) pāua

When daily limits are accumulated the maximum number of pāua that one 
person can have in their possession at any one time is:
• 20 pāua (both Blackfoot and Yellow foot pāua species combined) or;
• shucked weight (shell removed) of 2.5kgs of pāua;
• this possession limit applies everywhere including in the home. 

UBA Restrictions
No person may be in possession of Underwater Breathing Apparatus (UBA)  
while collecting or in possession of pāua (this includes having UBA in your 
vehicle or on your vessel). This is to protect the productive potential of 
pāua in the area. 

Measuring pāua
Pāua is measured in a straight line across the greatest overall length of 
the shell.


